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Northland Chapter of the Society of Toxicology

K-12 Education Subcommittee
September 24, 2004 Update

The K-12 committee of NLSOT has had an active year  (2004) of outreach.  The venues for outreach and education were:

Year to date:

1.  Participation in K-12 activities at the SOT annual meeting in Baltimore, MD, March 21-25, 2004.  Meetings and events were attended by Helen Goeden and Tim O’Brien.  Helen presented a K-12 poster at the meeting.  Romesh Lakhen, a high school science teacher who is taking a break from teaching to earn a Master’s in the Toxicology program in Duluth, attended the Paracelsus in the Classroom training.  

2.  Booth at an April 3, 2004, Environmental and Health career and activities event attended by Girl Scouts ages 9 through 17 (Hudson, WI).  The booth was staffed by Teri Fick and Julia Dady and Teri served on a careers panel.  NLSOT members Helen Goeden and Pam Shubat were event organizers.  Approximately 225 girls plus adults attended the event and visited the booth.  A highlight of the booth was Tox-in-a-Box activity and “shark’s blood.”  (During that same weekend the NLSOT K-12 committee received a request from Ken Wallace for the use of the career display for a high school career day in the Duluth area.)

3.  Booth at the Minnesota Science Teachers Association annual spring conference, Mankato , MN, April 16-17, 2004.  The booth was staffed by Helen Goeden and Pam Shubat on Friday and Teri Fick on Saturday.  Approximately 300 teachers attended the conference.  NLSOT distributed 70 of 100 seed experiments.  A highlight of the booth was a pharmacology puzzle created by NLSOT member Jeffrey Stevens. 

4.  Booth at the May 18, 2004, “Grand Excursion” event held by St. Paul Public Schools at Harriet Island Park in St. Paul.  NLSOT was asked to bring a career display and discuss toxicology careers with high school students.  Over 350 students participated in the event.  Pam Shubat and Teri Fick staffed the booth.  A highlight of the booth was the toxicology career display created by Julia Dady as well as Jeff Steven’s puzzle.

5.  Web Action:  Web master Chuck Stroebel at the MDH has posted the K-12 poster, the seed bioassay, and the classroom resources slide show on the NLSOT website.

6.  Individual outreach:  Others (Sheila Keefe) have continued to use Tox-in-a-box and ToxRAP to deliver program to youth.

Upcoming events for the remainder of 2004:

1.  October 1 3M Visiting Wizards teacher workshop at 3M.  NLSOT will have a booth and distribute the seed bioassays.  Helen Goeden and Pam Shubat, arranged by Teri Fick

2.  November 13.  Eye to the Future Careers Workshop to interest middle school girls in science and math.  Sponsored by Augsburg College and brought to the committee’s attention by chapter president Betsy Wattenberg (see http://www.augsburg.edu/nasa_space_grant/eye.html).   Speakers have not been designated yet.  This will reach about 300 girls.

3.  November 15, K-12 classroom activities for NLSOT members to be held in conjunction with the fall NLSOT meeting.  Four or five classroom lessons will be shared—in a hands-on workshop--with members interested in taking these lessons into classrooms.  

The committee has added one member, Sheila Keefe, and temporarily lost one member, Tim O’Brien.  Laura Solem is replacing Pam Shubat as chair of the committee.  The committee hopes to work closely with Romesh Lakhan (218-393-5300; romesh.lakhan@astrazeneca.com) who attended the last Paracelsus in the Classroom training.

The committee’s next plans, in addition to the teacher education opportunities that now seem to have become routine, is to make a second careers display for use in Duluth and to create a classroom poster version of the display and make copies to give to teachers.   The chapter is also interested in mass-producing the pharmacology puzzle created by Jeff Stevens as a teaching tool for teachers.

A HUGE thank you to Teri for all of the staffing during the last two months, and for alerting the K-12 committee to the Grand Excursion event opportunity.  

Some ideas that have come out of these event:


Table covering and better signage
http://www.astitchabove.com/estimate.htm, $360


Additional career display for Duluth 

$15 for materials?


Additional Tox in a Box for Duluth

$275


Supplies of career brochures


Just ask?


Patent and distribute Jeff’s puzzle

Jeff?


More committee members!

(Sheila Keefe)
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